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ally, and the two new sects did much in these earlier days of
the era to foster the work of civilization. The Japanese of
to-day recognize perhaps more fully than their European
contemporaries the debt that they owe to religion. Count
Okuma, who has so generously expressed their gratitude
to Christianity, is even more emphatic in attributing to
Buddhism the leading place in the civilization of his
country. He mentions among its gifts:
The carving of images, building of temples, painting and the
manufacture of tiles, concrete, lacquered and earthern wares, woven
goods, embroideries, paper, ink, and dyeing materials. It was also
through Buddhism that calendars, music, and useful plants were
brought into the country, and by means of their philanthropic work
medical art was improved, schools and orphan asylums built, and hot
springs discovered... From this array of facts we can safely conclude
that the civilization peculiar to Japan and existing before the
Restoration undoubtedly had its source in Buddhism.
Yet the historian cannot ignore the superstitions and
intrigues, the jealousies and battles between Buddhist
temples which darken this age. Nor must he neglect to
note that it was a very superstitious Buddhism which
appealed to the masses.
IV
But the early Heian era was one of great personalities in
Church and State. Japan has no more revered figures than
the scholar-statesman Michizane and the scholar-priest
Kukai: both are worshipped by countless millions. She
looks back to this age also as that of the flowering of her
national art and literature.
Two new cursive and phonetic scripts were invented—
one by Makibi, one by Kukai, and these set her genius
free to express itself. Poetry, if not so good as that of Nara
abounded, and a new national school of painting and drama
as of architecture, landscape-gardening and decoration, ii
seen emerging.
In the latter part of the era the Samurai, 'servants of th<
overlord', set a new standard of Spartan simplicity an<
loyalty, and Zen masters from China provided a techniqu

